Dear Editor, We thank Prof. Mahmood Dhahir Al-Mendalawi for his valuable comments. As already stated, dual-energy X-ray absorptiometry (DXA) scan was performed using Hologic viewer 6.0 (ModelDiscovery A [S/N 87292]). This machine gives an option to select the ethnicity. We could choose between Asian, Hispanic, Caucasian, or African American. We chose the Asian option.
There is only one study done by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), which compares the normative data for bone mineral density (BMD) measured by DXA scanning. In this study, 2976 individuals (men 341 and women 2757) (mean age ± standard deviation = 62·2 ± 7·2 years), including 316 with low-impact hip fracture, were chosen. Two thousand one hundred and ninety-nine patients were from the hospital database, and 461 were healthy postmenopausal women from the community. [1] This study was undertaken to look at an agreement between the Hologic database based on BMD normative data in Caucasians and the ICMR database in defining osteoporosis in individuals with or without hip fracture. An almost perfect agreement existed between the two databases for the diagnosis of osteoporosis at the hip (κ = −0·82, P < 0·0001) in all individuals, and a moderate relationship existed in those with hip fracture (κ = −0·65, P < 0·0001). Although the interpretation of DXA results requires population-specific references, this study showed that a good correlation existed between the reference values. For this particular reason, we used these reference values in our study.
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